PEOPLE!

O APBL 20

At that time. it felt dithicult to find houschald items that were made
locally, a
in handerfied i ems, ey could also be easaly sold in the country. |
knew of many peogle while travelling. bought carpet s from ndian
braneds available
porting it That's when the sdea strsck me of budlding & brnd with all
thie knowbedge and the history we had with rugs,

sxport busibess was hige and with India being rich

ol Tor alisost doubde the valie and then reime

What has been the growth story of the brand and whai seis
you apart?

Learning on the go s semething we have abways believed in Every
vear has had s new sel of challenges

1 hasis o dhesign

el guial

wurs and we have staved Erse to ik

ity have abways beer

Winning various design avwards ke EIMDA Tnbernational Ger
Ihesign awards over the yeans and working on collabarations with
svimee of the best peopde | the industry like Varun Bahl, Rooshad
Shrodl ] Valkay
wark with wou
voun realise that the
brund has come along
wary froom where it
sarted.

i

WET 1Tk

n

aned Ashiesh Shah who are willing

nakes

i Fine Hugs
opened their fist stone
im vk s Ehi s year his
is the b nads fourth rug
gallery o the country,
after Mumbai Bangs
bl b Bt . Wee re
cently collabombed with

o Malta based disign
house AR HAL'S for
i mig semes whilch wene
bused on artist James
Vella Clark’s wirk.
What sets Cocoon

aparl is our comimal
menl bowards con
stantly sy Hing desag n sing Hhe finest ras materials, Evievthing
is handmsade and sustainable. M Cocoon we don't dio too many rugs
of the same design, Very mrely will vou fnd Uhe same rug that adores
I alifereni Ill:lnll.' £ I.Nh |'|I.'4'l' 1= L ‘I.Il' illll’l".t'r'\ carpel |'|-l|- il oy
Lo telland am inspiratson behimd. The ssccess of the brand
eredited b turistic thinking interms of predicting {remnds amd
customer-focused approach which makes the brand o fostrusoer in
e o suary rug space.

alsia

Where do you source inspiration and how does it then
finally become a collection’
| siewe imvsipi et iem i vt oy ing especially when | tmvel |
lowve bravelling anel this is something that helps me dsuakize and

Tree my mind o think about distinetive designs, aesthetics and mix
and meatich off colors hal can be incorporated in making a rag. Our
signaiure collections am heavily msgrired Tomomy extended stays

in vibrunt world cities - Chicago, San Franciseo, Barcelonn and
London, Ml things arouns inspine - nature, architecture and peaple

Learnings from (hese travels have been one of the bigeest inflsenoes
Belingd signatune colleciions such as Coloms of Life and Vinlage

Resival!

Uhrr ring eollect s are also mapived by dilfevent ideas like
albvsirae paintings. archatecture, phisdogr:
el Bati ke Like recently wie did an entise colled lon inspared by
hawis movensent which just completed 10 years

by v even bexiil

Ench of our riags were mspired by the abstrd design. shapes,
architesture and coloors which ane true to the Banhaus design phi
losapliy. Additionall s we carry limited edition collect withtop
dhesigners like Ashie i, I Valavi, Booshad S il and %
Bahl

A

How much influence does the loor have on the atmos-
phere of a room®
Agreat mag Bis up e look amd Teel of the room and sdds vilraney
eolour the . The rugs that we create cin also be used as a piece of
art by putting it wpon the wall instead of wsing it as afloor rug, A reg
also hedps in redhecing the navise in your space
A hand surface floor

does nol absorb sound the
spmwe way Lhat a l_|r|u'l
does, When the lengrera
tures drop the carpe
agreater insiilating vialoe

comprared Loamarble or
wimdhen oo

How did this col labo-
ration with Das Hans
come aboul and what
s the artistic si gnifi-
cance?
Dnaahaus iremssires art
mevery form and is con
stanily in search of new
tkent prromedting freeshom
ol expression amd crest
g o purtuimnilies wherne
artists sl entreprenears
et te give Jile 1o new arl. These ideokogies and beliels ane very sim
il by Cocomns and that's where the instant connection was made.
The ichen of this collaboration was germinated when kedh Bl
leviw wwies trave g o Dnclia for the Fresi time m 2009, exploring the
possibility of setting up a satellite design & archibec i studio in
Mesmbai he immediately fdlin love with the county, its cralt ssan
ipand the traditions, He wanted to develop sou g that wiss
unique bridging the two cultures, Keth resembared about the
b v sl Briend, artist James Vella
alvearys inspored kit b henee it was noocliclé o
sinko rgs
meces of arl, Each of our nigs hasa story 1o el
T thee art & erall of rugs

art colled on ol o fellow ¢
Clark. His work |
convert his wa

Ihvese rugs.are

]
I alsn a trose story of convergence ol two culiures, vision and design
il cisloui!

Ihe soft, sumpuoas and dedicate metaphaoric inbent of this colle
tiom ean be plasically et under your feet, The oolled ion is a blend
el wool and silk shight imperfections in the weaves

dory of Irse possi

e bewn expertly measuned Lo best reereate the original paintings

ol James Vella Clark
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RUGS AS
PIECES
OF ART

Ayush Choudhary, founder of Cocoon Rugs, believes each rug has
a story to tell. Luxe Code speaks with him to discuss how he built
the brand and his design inspirations.

Photo courtesy: Cocoon Rugs
Words by : Rini Mukkath
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st bl ishied i Mumbsihin 2009 by Awuish Choudbary, Co
worm Ruigs is known for its sophisticated, modern interpre
rary slyvhe

Laltmis ool lassbe westves. ni
stutemant
Recemt by Asush Choudbary both designer snd ounder an
morneed o eolla boration wit b Malta based dessgner keath Pillow
al Thie D Blaias Group bo unvetlLa lmited edithon of rugs, diled
Convergenoe”, The designsare a convergmee of the works of artist
inspriread b the

ing migs a conleng

James Vella Clarks oal v series whic

landsen pes of Malta

“Thee Amsh Chensdlsar v x Keith Pillow losted ediban of rogs isa
eomergenee of cultures with nature as it s inspiration, enrie hang the
abwode ar any phvsical space acmss the workd in Uhis b
al and silk. the sight mmperfoctions in the we
beem espur by measured lo best o recreate e origina pamiangs of
Jamees Vel ln Clark? savs Ayush Chonsdhary

“Exgreriencing the productaem of the exguisite rogs Bra -hand
al Coeoons workshops i Jaipur, | was consumed by the deato
dbeveelop scenething wnigue bedging the two cultures. Upon recollee
tisn | remembened ahout the ant colle of Bl b
and Eriend & art isd Jarmes Vella Clark. The resull is ar
al Jumes wor ks, iricately reproduced in an upncony
al lusury ruags” savs Keith Pillow

Cocodm rags i s brand have grown both in design and ske, we

natural w

ol form

spokae Lo thie founder Lo trace the joursey. Excerpts rom the inter
view with Avush Chondhary

How did you start Cocoon Rugs?

Tt all began im 2009 when | had a vision b b ke o bashe anctinal
e like Ian:.|r|wr..|n.11n|||¢f|‘|'m|1 [T |1|'|:|'=|I wrt, | bk iy
Fathar's exgrort-Iocused carpel business and gave L apew direction,
making the Cocoon’ name India’s leoadimg a-ka-m. lwairy carpet
brand Fooised. Hhave deep emotional roots with carpets, and am

the second generation in a nag mandsctun ngand design e ompany
Wi wesvers
trained mv ove

As a yosung bew, e and my B ber used bo vigica
armand Ragast wijorat, These expenence
tremendosly and b e b shiagee: unag e dbesign sensilil ities
o of textunes, colour combinations smd

anal

with a greal understan,
ibesign.

i wingupin H.||.|-[|'|.|||||'|-.|"|'|,| ma and made e dev uln11 0
taae for all things besat il and artistic. There was alwavs o sen e
il belongmgness with mw lthers carpet busines. is we saw the
dbedication and bove with bow be grew the compan AR ihe stan of
1Ty jaHIrTey Twend b Ehe 115, Loy pumsise o degree in Flectrical Eng
meering, bt soon mealized that Uhis wasatmy calling, so i shilled (o
Finance and Marketing. 11 wason by in 2008, when | was onabreak
in mwy homse lswn lized there was an opportuni by i the carpet

space in India
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